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articles written by a Mr. W. Ramage Lawson and published at
weekly intervals, beginning on July 20, in the Outlook, a journal
owned by the Hon. Walter Guinness, M.P., and edited by a Mr*
Edwin Oliver. In these articles unmistakable insinuations were
made against the personal honour of some of those concerned with
the making of the contract, in particular Sir Rufus, Mr. Herbert
Samuel and Mr. Godfrey Isaacs. These articles served to bring the
existence of the rumours to Sir Rufus's notice for the first time,
but he was immersed in public affairs and treated them as of
little account, rightly attributing them to the malice of political
opponents.

The time of the House of Commons had been occupied through-
out the session by matters of great importance, and it was not till
the last day before the recess, August 7, that room could be found
for the motion to approve the contract with the Marconi Company
for the establishment of a chain of Imperial wireless stations.

In his speech on this motion the Postmaster-General defended
the fairness of the terms of the agreement and traced in detail
the history of the protracted negotiations, pointing out that he had
had no previous opportunity to put the House in possession of the
facts, and that there was no substance in the allegation that
members had been deliberately kept in ignorance of the details of
the agreement, although the shareholders in the company had
been informed of the position in the previous March.

Mr. Herbert Samuel presented a powerful case in favour of
the contract, and he himself was so deeply impressed with the
urgency for putting the work in hand that he had endeavoured in
private conversation to remove in advance the objections of those
members who were opposed to ratification. But it was soon obvious
that he had failed to reassure the objectors and he terminated
his speech, after an expression of regret that the debate had been
held over until the last day of the session, by a statement that, if it
was the desire of the House, the Government would not resist a
motion that consideration of the matter should be adjourned*
Thereupon Lord Balcarres (later the Earl of Crawford and Bal-
carres) as Opposition Chief Whip moved the adjournment, and
further discussion of the question was postponed until the autumn.

On leaving London for Yorkshire the following day Mr.
Herbert Samuel observed on the railway-station bookstall a new
issue of an obscure and scurrilous weekly entitled the Eye Witness,
of which Mr. Cecil Chesterton, brother of the more celebrated
G.K.C., was then editor. It was virulent in tone and anti-
Semitic in temper, one of those journals which thrive upon the
publication of libellous matter, secure in the knowledge that an